
A worldwide network of 
women's shelters began 
here . . .





The Network 
took its next 

step in Ottawa
in April 2009



23 shelter representatives from 15 countries gathered  to 
form the 

Global Network of Women’s Shelters.



Proposed Joint Vision of the 
Global Network of Women’s Shelters

An equal world where women and their 
children live free from violence.

Proposed Joint Mission
To unite the women’s shelter movement 
globally to end violence against women 
and their children.



GNWS Guiding Principles . . .

1) Violence violates women’s human 
rights and equality.

2) Our work will be guided by women’s 
experiences of violence. 

3) Governments and societies are 
responsible for ensuring women’s 
human rights.

4) Shelters play a critical leadership role 
in the global effort to end violence 
against women.



. . . Guiding Principles

5) A continuum of violence against 
women requires a continuum of 
responses.

6) Many women experience multiple 
forms of oppression

7) We hold perpetrators accountable 
for their violence. 

8) We work to advance women’s 
leadership in the global 
movement to end violence against 
women.



Proposed Mandate

• to create a permanent Global Network of Women’s 
Shelters to ensure productive international 
networking.

• to establish a ten-point Action Plan that identifies how 
the world can respond to the priorities of women 
experiencing violence face around the world. 

• to lay  the groundwork for a second world conference 
of women’s shelters. 

• to prepare for an international data count, a one-day 
"point-in-time" count. 



The � lobal � etwork of 
� omen's � helters 
now has members from 17 countries



Let's find solutions for shared concerns.

We needed to look at what’s 
happening to women in 
terms of homelessness; 
many women were staying 
too long in shelters because 
they had nowhere else to go

Women with problematic 
drug & alcohol issues have 
trouble accessing more 
services. There’s a call to 
build on  2nd tier work 
being done already . . .

Marai Larasi, UK
Colleen Schmitt,
USA



We have many shared concerns.
If a country starts to 
work in a serious 
way with the 
problem of VAW 
and women start to 
understand there is 
help, only then will 
we see the real 
dimension of the 
problem. 

Katarina Bjørkgren, 
Sweden

“Icelandic women think 
it is intolerable that 
shame and guilt are the 
main topics in battered 
women’s minds. They 
call upon authorities to 
secure justice for every 
battered woman.”

Guðrún Jónsdóttir, 
Iceland



In Rwanda, interventions must 
be holistic in nature if we are 
to give hope to victims of 
gender- based violence.

Jan Reimer (Canada) 
Ms. Mary.V. Balikungeri (Rwanda)

Let's exchange knowledge.

Margarita Guille
Mexico



In Nepal, I’m very happy to 
say domestic violence 
legislation was passed. It is a 
time of celebration, jubilation 
for us--something we’ve 
asked for over the last 14 
years.

Let's give each other hope . . .
In Australia, what’s 
exciting is that our new 
prime minister has put 
both homelessness and 
domestic and family 
violence on his priority 
agenda.

Bandana Rama, 
Nepal Julie Oberin,

Australia



Let's make our 
regional and national 
experience part of the 
global picture . . .

Susana Vardanyan, 
Armenia

We are working hard 
on a new shelter 
project -

Sue Else (USA)
Anna Pramstrahler (Italy)

In Italy, our important issue 
is to have a nation action 
plan against violenza (and 
obviously a good action 
plan).



And let's use the big picture to 
transform our local situations.



Join the Global Network of Women’s Shelters
Let’s keep connecting!


